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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office Action is the answer to the communication filed on December 19, 
2005, which paper has been placed of record in the file. 

2. Claims 1-28 are pending in this application. 

Response to Arguments/Amendment 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to the Restriction/Election requirements 
regarding to claims 1-28 have been considered and are persuasive. Therefore, 
examiner decides to consider all claims pending in this application (claims 1-28). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

5. Claims 1-6, 11, 13, 14, 17, 18, 20, and 24-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) 
as being anticipated by Pitroda, U.S. Patent No. 5,884,271. 

Regarding to claim 1, Pitroda discloses a processing system comprising: 
a data management server for storing registration information about a customer 
(figure 2 and column 10, line 65-column 11, line 3, the main central computer 26); 
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a customer communication terminal adapted for data communication with said 
data management server and for outputting information for identifying a customer (figure 
2, Universal Electronic Transaction (UET) card 20); and 

a process execution terminal for receiving said information for identifying the 
customer from said customer communication terminal and executing a process for said 
customer (figure 2 and column 10, lines 25-40, the POS computer 23), wherein: 

said process execution terminal provides said information to said data 
management server when receiving said information for identifying the customer 
(column 10, lines 25-30, the POS computer 23 interfaces directly with the CIU to 
read/write information to and from the UET card and communicate with the main central 
computer for customer database, credit verification, etc.); 

said data management server identifies the customer based on said information 
provided from said process execution terminal, generates reply information based on 
said registration information about said customer, and provides said reply information to 
said process execution terminal (column 14, lines 40-50, after proper verification at the 
main central computer, the authorization will appear on the display of the point of sales 
computer); and 

said process execution terminal executes a process for said customer based on 
said reply information when receiving said reply information (column 14, lines 52-60, the 
POS salesperson request the customer to sign the bill, verifies the signature and 
complete the transaction). 
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Regarding to claim 2, Pitroda further discloses said data management server 
sends said information for identifying the customer to said customer communication 
terminal when said customer communication terminal accesses said data management 
server; and said customer communication terminal receives said information sent from 
said data management server and outputs said information to said process execution 
terminal (column 16, lines 13-25, once the service institution has identified the user, it 
transmits to the UET card the required information, e.g. the category of service 
institution, the date of issuance, the date of expiration, the credit limit, the card number 
the name and an image of the institution, a graphic image of the service institution's 
logo; column 16, line 60-column 17, line 10, the user provides the UET card displaying 
the American Express image to a sales person, the sales person connects the UET 
card to the CIU, the CIU receives the appropriate information form the UET card 
regarding to the user's American Express account). 

Regarding to claim 3, Pitroda further discloses wherein said data management 
server inquires to an external credit institution about a credit card number for payment 
and provides information obtained from said external credit institution as said reply 
information if said registration information is the number of a card for payment (column 
16, lines 1-25). 

Regarding to claim 4, Pitroda further discloses wherein said data management 
server information communicates an amount billed included in said registration 
information as said reply if said registration information is information about billing 
issued to said customer (column 14, lines 40-45). 
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Regarding to claim 5, Pitroda further discloses wherein: said data management 
server determines whether an admission ticket is valid or not and provides the 
determination as said reply information, if said registration information is information 
about said admission ticket', and said process execution terminal outputs information 
indicating whether said customer is panted admittance or not based on said reply 
information from said data management server (column 17, line 63-column 18, line 2). 

Regarding to claim 6, Pitroda further discloses a processing system comprising: 

a data management server for associating an identification code identifying a 
customer with registration information registered for said customer and sending mark 
data representing said identification code to a customer communication terminal (figure 
2 and column 10, line 65-column 11, line 3, the main central computer 26); ; and 

a process execution terminal adapted for data communication with said data 
management server, said process execution terminal having a mark reader for reading 
a mark displayed on the display of said customer communication terminal based on said 
mark data, and executing a process for said customer based on said read mark data 
(column 16, line 50-column 17, line 5, the user provides the UET card displaying the 
American Express image to a sales person, the sales person connects the UET card to 
the CIU connected to the POS, the CIU receives the appropriate inforamiton from the 
UET card regarding the user's account), wherein: 

said process execution terminal sends said mark data read by said mark reader 
to said data management server (column 17, lines 3-10, the CIU sends the information 
received from the UET card to the American Express credit service); 
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said data management server identifies said registration information associated 
with said identification code based on said mark data sent from said process execution 
terminal, generates instruction information indicating a process to be performed for said 
customer based on said registration information, and sends said instruction information 
to said process execution terminal (column 17, lines 10-20), and 

said process execution terminal, which receives said instruction information, 
executes the process for the customer based on said instruction information (column 
17, lines 20-38). 

Regarding to claim 1 1 , Pitroda discloses a server comprising: 

data storage for associating an identification code identifying a customer with 
registration information registered for said customer and storing said identification code 
and said registration information (column 10, line 65-column 11, line 3, the main central 
computer 26 includes customer database 27); 

a customer communication section capable of data communication with a 
customer communication terminal (column 16, lines 1-25, the UET card communicates 
with the central computer via the CIU); and 

a code issuing section for sending said identification code to said customer 
communication terminal through said customer communication section in response to a 
received request (column 16, lines 15-20, the service institution transmits to the UET 
card the required information, e.g. the card number). 

Regarding to claim 13, Pitroda further discloses wherein said data storage 
associates a password set by said customer with said identification code and stores 
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said password and said identification code; and said code issuing section verifies 
whether a password, input from said customer communication terminal, matches said 
password stored in said data storage, and issues said identification code (column 16, 
lines 10-12, the service institution identifies the user by a PIN code). 

Regarding to claim 14, Pitroda discloses further comprising: a process executer 
communication section capable of data communication with a process execution 
terminal for execution of a process requested by said customer; and all instruction 
information issuing section for generating instruction information indicating the process 
to be performed by said process execution terminal for said customer based on said 
registration information associated with said identification code when receiving said 
identification code issued by said code issuing section through said process executer 
communication section from said process execution terminal, and providing said 
instruction information to said process execution terminal through said process executer 
communication section (column 14, lines 35-60). 

Regarding to claim 17, Pitroda discloses a processing terminal comprising: 

a code receiver for receiving an identification code, output from a communications 
terminal of a customer, for identifying said customer (figure 2 and column 16, lines 65- 
67, the POS includes the CIU which receives the appropriate information from the UET 
card regarding the user's account); and 

process information output logic for inquiring of all external server about said 
identification code received by said code receiver and outputting process information for 
said customer based on a reply from said external server about said identification code 
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(column 14, lines 45-50, the point of sales computer will download and display the 
transaction details and transmit the transaction information into the memory of the UET 
card, on which the transaction information may be displayed for visual verification by the 
customer). 

Regarding to claim 18, Pitroda further discloses wherein said code receiver 
receives said identification code data from said customer communications terminal by 
communication wireless (column 10, lines 10-13, the CIU means for receiving data from 
the UET card, e.g. infrared or radio frequency based wireless systems). 

Regarding to claim 20, Pitroda further discloses wherein said process information 
output logic displays an amount claimed from said customer based on a reply provided 
by said external server about said identification code (see figure 16). 

Claims 24-26 contain similar limitations found in claims 1,11,17 above, therefore, 
are rejected by the same rationale. 

Claims 27-28 contain similar limitations found in claims 1,17 above, therefore, are 
rejected by the same rationale. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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7. Claims 7-10, 12, 15, 16, 19, and 21-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Pitroda, U.S. Patent No. 5,884,271. 

Regarding to claim 7, Pitroda does not disclose wherein said mark is a two- 
dimensional barcode. However, a two-dimensional barcode is well known in the art. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Pitroda to adopt the well known feature above for the 
purpose of providing more convenient in processing purchase transaction. 

Regarding to claim 8, Pitroda does not disclose wherein said mark data sent to 
said customer communication terminal from said data management server is invalidated 
after the completion of the process in said process execution terminal. However, 
invalidating the mark data sent is well known in the art. For example, invalidating used 
coupon contained barcode. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one with ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Pitroda to adopt the well 
known feature above for the purpose of enhancing the security. 

Regarding to claims 9-10, Pitroda does not disclose wherein said data 
management server sets information different from a payment card number held by said 
customer or an account number of said customer as said identification code, wherein 
said data management server sets a telephone number of said customer 
communication terminal as said identification code. However, setting a telephone 
number of said customer communication terminal as said identification code is well 
known in the art. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to modify Pitroda to adopt the well known feature 



Application/Control Number: 09/819,459 Page 10 

Art Unit: 3628 

above for the purpose of providing more convenient in processing purchase transaction 
using customer communication terminal. 

Regarding to claim 12, Pitroda does not disclose wherein said code issuing 
section sends said identification code in barcode data form. However, using 
identification code in barcode data form is well known in the art. Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to modify Pitroda to adopt the well known feature above for the purpose of 
providing more convenient in processing purchase transaction. 

Regarding to claim 1 5, Pitroda does not disclose wherein said data storage stores 
as said registration information a number of membership points held by said customer; 
said instruction information issuing section informs a process execution terminal of the 
number of membership points as said instruction information when receiving said 
identification code and stores a new number of membership points in said data storage 
when receiving a new number of membership points changed from said number of 
membership points from said process execution terminal. However, storing membership 
points in the customer terminal such as smartcard, IC card and processing membership 
points at the POS terminal is well known in the art. Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify 
Pitroda to adopt the include the feature above for the purpose of providing more 
convenient in processing membership points stored in the customer terminal. 

Regarding to claim 16, Pitroda discloses further comprising a process 
confirmation section for confirming whether a process requested by said process 
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execution terminal should be performed or not with said customer communication 
terminal before said instruction information issuing section provides said instruction 
information to said process execution terminal (column 17, lines 10-38). 

Regarding to claim 19, Pitroda does not disclose wherein said code receiver 
comprises a barcode reader for reading a two-dimensional barcode displayed on the 
display of said customer communications terminal. However, employing a barcode 
reader for reading a two-dimensional barcode displayed on the display of said customer 
communications terminal is well known in the art. Therefore, it would have been obvious 
to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Pitroda 
to adopt the well known feature above for the purpose of providing more convenient in 
processing purchase transaction. 

Regarding to claims 21-23, Pitroda discloses a communication terminal 
comprising: 

a display for displaying an image (figure 3 and column 1 1 , lines 30-34, the UET 
card includes a full scale LCD & touch screen display 30). 

a communicator capable of accessing an external server (figure 1 and column 10, 
lines 10-11, the UET card includes the metal contracts 1 3 or infrared or radio frequency 
based wireless systems for communication with the CIU); 

a code issue requester for accessing an external server through said 
communicator and requesting said external server to issue a process code (column 16, 
lines 1-16, the UET card communicates with the service institution to request the 
information, e.g. the card number); and 
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a display controller for causing said display to display said process code, wherein 
said process code is issued from said external sever and received through said 
communicator (figure 14 and column 14, lines 20-35). 

Pitroda does not disclose the process code is displayed in two-dimensional 
barcode form, wherein said two-dimensional barcode displayed on said display is 
associated with information on billing issued to a customer holding said communications 
terminal, two-dimensional barcode displayed on said display includes data for an 
admission ticket. However, displaying the process code in two-dimensional barcode 
form associated with information on billing issued to a customer holding said 
communications terminal, and two-dimensional barcode displayed on said display 
includes data for an admission ticket are well known in the art. Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify Pitroda to adopt the well known feature above for the purpose of providing more 
convenient in processing purchase transaction. 

Conclusion 

8. Claims 1 -28 are rejected. 

9. The prior arts made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure: 

Johnson (US 6,535,726) discloses a retail transaction system provides enhanced 
customer convenience and increased transaction security by sending transaction 
information to a cellular network provider via a customer's digital cellular phone. 
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Griffith (US 6,195,542) discloses utilizing a wireless telephone to function as a 
transaction device in conjunction with central computer that establishes the validity of 
the wireless telephone to make transactions. 

1 0. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to examiner Nga B. Nguyen whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-6796. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday from 
9:00AM-6:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hyung S. Sough can be reached on (571) 272-6799. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is 
(571)272-3600. 

1 1 . Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
C/o Technology Center 3600 
Washington, DC 20231 

Or faxed to: 

(571) 273-8300 (for formal communication intended for entry), 

or 

(571 ) 273-0325 (for informal or draft communication, please label 
"PROPOSED" or "DRAFT"). 
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Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Knox building, 501 Dulany 
Street, Alexandria, VA, First Floor (Receptionist). 
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